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March 4, 2015 


Captain Rod Kusch 

Homicide Bureau 

Los Angeles County Sherit s Department 
5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


RE: J.S.1.D. File No. 14-0539 
L.A.S.D File No. 014-15488-1325-013 


Dear Captain Kusch: 


T '" BUREAU OF FRAUD SD CORR :PTION PROSECUTIONS 


SCOTT K. GOODWIN = Director 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office has 


completed its 


eview of the August 18, 2014. fatal shooting of Luther Walker by Los Angeles 


Counts Sheriffs Department (LASD) Deputy Carlos Lopez. It is our conclusion that Deputy 


Lopez acted in lawful defense of another. 


The District Attorney's Command Centr was notified of the shooting on Augu 


approximately 12:15 p.m. The District Attorney Response Team (DAR 


) eon 


ist 18. 2014, at 
prised of Deputy 


District Attorney Oscar Plascencia and District Attorney Senior Investigator Regina Crenshaw, 


responded and was given a briefing and a walk-through of the scene. 


The followi 
Detectives Phillip Guz 
were considered as part of this analysis. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


ing analysis is based on reports submitted to this office by LASD Homicide 
an and Kathy Gallagher. Voluntary statements of the deputies involved 


On August 18, 2014, at approximately 5:30 a.m., LASD personnel at the LASD Lakew 
Station received a 9-1-1 call transfer from the California Highway Patrol (CHP). 
reported that she was being held hostage at gunpoint by her later identified as Luther 


Walker. Walker was also heard during the call stating that address wa: 
Boulevard, unit AJ in the City of Bellflower. 


rtesia 


for several 


At approximately 5:58 a.m.. an employee from LASD Lakewood Station attempted to contact 
mH nswered her cell phone and left it unattended 


n her cell phone. 
minutes as she and Walk 


time the LASD 


ued in the background before hanging up. Each 
employee =: -- Walker hung up the phone or left the line open for several 
minutes as they argued in the background. Eu — Walker spoke to the LASD 
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employee on a few occasions but ar ery few quest ons and did not coraply with requests 


he situation. During one of the. calis. Walker 


to come outside of the apartment io resol 
Claimed that had attacked hi; and injured his spine 


ONAL] Y 6:00 a m. LASD depute responded to unit B is on the second story 
Artesia Boulevard. Severa: deputies set up a containment and began to monitor the front 
and rear windows of the unit. Several of the deputies stationed below the open front window of 
while 


n T want to leav 


r t could hear screaming. "Let me i 
repeatedly tola her that she could not go. In addition, the deputies heard loud, unidentified 


noises coming from within the location 


At approximately 6:34 a.m Hl... iin telephonically contacted by personnel at the LASD 


Lakewood Station EM that she was being held by he ;uther Walker who 
had barricaded the [ront door with a refrigerator. stated that er came to her 


apartment claiming he was being followed by someone denied that Walker had a gun 
though she had previously told the CHP dispatcher that Luther was armed with a gun ! 


rould hear is she continued to yell at Walker to let her 


LASD deputies outside of unit 4 
go. Walker refused, telling 
loud, unidentified noises coming from inside the location. Various deputies repeatedly ordered 
Walker and up but neither complied. At one point, Walker 


yelled that he did not have any weapons or a 


tha’ she was his hostage. The deputies also continued to hear 


to come out with their har 


6 a.m.. due to the ongoing hostage situation, the LASD Special 


approximately 
Enforcement Bureau (SEB) responded to the location, took over the investigation, and mobilized 
several different teams to monitor the front and rear of unit 4 A crisis negotiation team was 
assigned to communic a team was organized to enter and rescue| om 
the apartment. Detective was assigned as the lead crisis negotiator tasked with 
communicating with Walker. In addition, two SEB long rifle teams comprised of four men were 
positioned in different locations outside the apartment with a view of the windows. Deputy 


Carlos Lopez was one of the four deputies assigned to the long rifle teams. Personnel from the 
LASD Lakewood Stauon continued to try and reach Walker 


At approximately 7:30 a.m., Walker appeared in the rear window of unit | m deputies at the 
location ordered him to exit peacefully from the apartment. Walker did not comply 
made telephonic contact with Walker who informed him that he was not coming out. 


Approximately an hour m mm keys out of the front windows of the apartment and 
told the deputies to get her out of the apartment. During the next hour and a half, 

maintained sporadic telephonic contact with Walker m — m requested that Walker come 
out of the apartment. Walker refused and could be heard arguing with and swearing at| in 
the bac 


round 


! Walker can be heard screaming and arguing with An an audio recording of the call. Walker can also be heard 
screaming at deputies outside the apartment. 


ats! Tm 
I 15 
9.5 ‘un | tated that she wanted to come out of the aparunent but Walker refused to let 
eave. Within minutes, Walker t me very acitated and at approximately 10:05 a.m. told 
to open the win. iows in the apartipast g the next hali m »puties at the 
lieti. n observed as Walker shadowed different rooms of unit ippeared in 
ie ol the windows with Walker standing 13 the room behind her: u few minutes later deputies 
w Walker in close proximity tc as she sat in the living room. Walker also stood at the 


rear Window of unit 


During the ongoing crisis, various deputies stationed at the front and rear windows of unit 
could hear and communicate with Walker, including Deputy Francois Ervin who spoke to 
Walker at the rear window. Ervin noticed that Walker did not appear to be mentally stable 
During his verbal exchanges with Walker. Walker refused to come out, stated that he was going 
to die that day, stated that he had plenty of weapons and threatened to kill pens Other deputies 
igned to containment positions at the front and rear of unit a heard Walker as he called 
1 “bitch,” threatened to kill her and informed the deputies that he was going to die that 
n Salazar. who was stationed close to Ervin. heard Walker call “bitch” 
her. Salazar heard Walker claim he had a gun 


day. Deputy E 


and threaten to “smoke 


At approximately 11:12 a.m., the deputies used a public address sy 
himself up peacefully. Walker stated. “I'm going to smoke this bitch: I'm going to die today.” 
^t approximately 1] nt window of the apartment 


Moments later also appeared at the front windo 


em to ask Walker to give 


i.m.. Walker s 


sted standing 


ties once again used a 


public address system to ask Waiker to come out. Agui J not comp 


At approximately 11:29 a.m i. 15 spotted at the rear window pulling the blinds open and 
removing other items covering the window | gA the denuties she wanted to vet out 


Walker also appeared in the window. Walker y d at and acc used of "setting him 
up." ittempted to escape from Walker and pushed out the rear window screen.” Walker 
became very agitated. strugeled with and began to p er away from the window. Lopez 
observed the altercation and, fearing that Walker would fulfili his thrcats to kill fired a 


single shot at Walker. Both Walker and| disappeared from the window. Within minutes, a 
rescue team entered unit E m got 


in the right temple by Lopez’ shot, was found deceased in the rear bedroom of the apartment. 


lout of the apartment, Walker, who had been struck 


Hostage negotiator Detective spoke directly with Walker during the hostage 

5 According to Walker vacillated between being calm and agitated. Walker grew 
angrier as he repeatedly claimed that another hostage negotiator aside from vas calling 
him and giving him instructions epeatedlv reassured him that he was the only crisis 
negotiator he had spoken to. Walker also frequently reversed himself after saying that he would 


conversations with Walker were recorded but are often unintelligible and of poor quality due to the fact 
that Walker often yelled, rambled incoherently and spoke into th Tom far away. Walkers demeanor also 
varies wildly in the recordings from relatively calm to extremely ag 


lf He further 


explained t Til not weatlo go hack to jail as he already had u couple of "strikes 

Moccover Walker told wh uld illow ove the items bloc! 1ng the 
tort door of the a; artioeat. Walker t up the phone on und v as shot soon hereafter. 
Los Angeles Cour t$ Coroner's Investigat b Arnold responded :o unii | | ‘COVEr 


ker or in the 


V aars body for transportation to the ( ner 


Office. No gun was found on Wi 


‘partment. However, when Arnold rolled Walker over. a 4 inch steak knife was fot 
th him 


undemed 


stated that Walker had not harmed her and that she 
haa never called 9-1-1 for later admitted that she had called 9-1-1 and had stated 
that Walke d that 
Walker had barricaded her inside the apartment and would not allow her to leave. Millliauso 
informed the investigators that Walker did not actually have a gun even though she stated this 
during the 9-1-1 call 


When interviewed after b 


had a gun but had not meant for the dispateher to hear that. She also admit 


Dn August 20, 2014. Los Angeles County Deputy Medical Examiner Jeffrey Gutstadt conducted 
an autopsy of Walker's body and found that Walker suffered one gunshot wound to the right side 
his head near the temple area. Gutstadt determined that the bullet which struck Walker broke 
into multiple fragments and traveled through the base of his skull into his spine and chest 

i Dieting injuries which rapidly caused his death 


Blood sampies tal en irom W " tested positive for methamphetamine. amphetami 

marijuana, fentan f. aid methylene-Jiox eth-amphetamine MDMA). Walki 

und vho were interviewed as partof this investi; tion, informed inve tors that Walker 
and rarcoti also toid SEB investigators that Walker, who was 
thel suffered from paranoia and schizophrenia 


CONCLUSION 


The use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of another is justifiable if the person 
claiming the right actually and reasonably believed the following: (1) that he or someone else 
was in imminent danger of being killed or suffering great bodily injury: (2) that the immediate 
use of force was necessary to defend against that danger; and (3) that he used no more force than 
was reasonably necessary to defend against that danger. See CALC RIM No. 505. 


The test for wheth: 
police officer's need to protect 
Cal.App.4" 1077. 1102 


an officer's actions were objectively reasonable is “highly deferential to the 
nsclf and others." Munc City of Union City (2004) 120 


Reasonableness o" force used by an officer depends on the facts and circumstances of each 
particular case, including t ne crime at issue. whether the suspect poses an 
immediate threat to the safety of the officers or others, and whether he is actively resisting arrest 


severity o 


alle npting ty evade uet by Malt Gre ri. 989) 400 1: S, 336. .9 Fhe 


nadleness ut the particular force used must be judyed trom the perspeeis e of a onable 


r on the seene, rather than w he 20°70 yi ndsight ^ / Phe edeulus of 
reasonabicness must emt an pee forthe f ol vf ake split- 
ond judgments -- in mistan cy thal are Jense, uis ertain, aud ra " sc ah ut the 
ou: col forge tha cussary io a particula sicustion. ^. Jd. at 396-97 


] in a course of dangercus conduct that 


The eviderze examined shows that Luther Walker engay 
led Deputy Carlos Lopez to r 


ve that he posed a significant thy th or 
serious physical injury a er barricaded hitnself insid =. artment, 
took hostage, and repeatedly threatened to kill her. Walker also claimed that he had 
weapons and refused demands to r tease come out peacefully a addition. Lopez and 
other deputies believed that Walker was armed with a handgun because EN - 9-1-1 to 


partment 


report that Walker was holding her hostage at gunpoint, Deputies in the vicinity oft! 
also heard Walker claim that he had a gun. When Lopez observed Walker pulling back 
into the apartnient as she tried to escape, Lopez had to make a split second decision under 
volatile and rapidly evolving circumstances to prevent Walker from killing or seriously ‘i 


Though investigators did not ultimately find a gun on Walker's person or in unit Mila 


knife was found under Luther's body indicating that he was likely armed at the time he was shot. 


| — if hen be fired once at 


l'unother, We are there‘ore closing our 


Given these circumstances, [Lopez reasonably fe 
Walker. We find that Lopez acted in the 


file an i wil take no fur ber action in th 


Very tuly yours 


JACKIE LACEY 
District Attorncy 


By 


OSCAR PLASCENCIA 
Deputy District Attorney 
(213) 974-3888 


e: Carlos Lopez ll 


